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1: Geophysical Science 

 7:30am-2:00pm at the HS 

 7th, 8th, & 9th Grade English 

 Conferring Workshop 
 2:30-3:30pm in the PDC 

2: CPI Initial Training 

 8:00am-3:00pm in the PDC 

3: Reading Support Meeting 

 8:30-11:30am at the HESSC, 
 Special Ed Conference Room 

8: CASL Training, Cohort 5 at LESA 

 BYOC at Farms with Monique, 8:15am 

10: BYOC at Creekside with Monique, 8:15am 

13: 7th Grade English  
 7:30am-2:00pm at the MS 

14: Curriculum Ad Staff 

 9:30-11:30am in the PDC 

15: CASL Training, Cohort 4 at WISD 

 Elementary Math in the PDC 

  Kindergarten-2nd Grade:  
  9:00-11:30am 

  3rd & 4th Grade: 
  1:00-3:30pm  

16: Kindergarten-5th Grade Science 
 9:00am-3:30pm in the PDC 

16-17: Reading Recovery Conference 

22-24 Thanksgiving Break 

30: 8th Grade Science 

 7:30am-2:00pm at the MS 

 DCT Meeting 

 4:30-6:00pm in the PDC 

2017-18 SRI WINDOW  

FALL:  September 6, 2017 - November 10, 2017 
  (4th grade must be done by October 2)  

  Farms & MS required 

 WINTER:  December 4, 2017 - February 2, 2018 

  4th grade (must be done by January 5) 
  Farms & MS required 

 SPRING: March 5, 2018 - June 1, 2018 

  4th grade (must be done April 9 – April 27) 

   Farms & HS required 

READING 

SUPPORT 

MEETINGS 

2017-18 

11/3, 1/5, 2/2, 
3/16, 4/13, 5/11 

8:30-11:30am 
at the HESSC 
in the Special 

Ed. Conference 
Room 
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I want to thank the teaching and  

administrative staff for all of your 

hard work with aligning our K-12  

curriculum over the past years.   

ELA and Math are in a good 

place, yet still need attention to 

adjustments periodically. Science 

alignment work started last year 

with secondary, and this year our 

elementary staff was brought 

into the process.  

I truly believe that professionals 

like you make the difference and 

instructional coaches help to 

build the confidence necessary to 

fully implement the curriculum.  

Our standardized test scores 

surely point to this belief. 

~Chuck 

Lake Elementary highly capable students 
become forensic investigators!   

Students learned about forensic science and 
used their new knowledge to solve a crime.   

They used critical thinking skills while  
examining physical evidence.   



C U R R I C U L U M  N E W S L E T T E R  November Page 3 

The high school participated in a diversity 

activity during an early release Friday.   

The activity focused on self-awareness 

and understanding how much the building is 

aware of diversity issues on a daily basis.   

Hartland High School participated in College Awareness Week the week of October 16th.  

Thank you to the high school counseling department for their hard work in helping students learn about 

post-secondary opportunities, applying to colleges, and filling out the FAFSA for scholarship opportunities.  

The high school has been a front-runner in pushing the College Awareness initiative and helping more  

students in chasing their career and life dreams. 
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by Dave Minsker 

 Kindergarten through fifth grade representatives from each building had their first science  
curriculum revision meeting to start the process of learning about the new Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) and the new Michigan Science Standards (MSS).  The group discussed the implementa-
tion schedule, the steps for implementation, and created lists of what students were expected to do 
within the old standards and what they will be doing within the new standards.   
 Jaime Martin walked the group through the NGSS concepts and engineering practices.  The day 
concluded with work on a cross-walk activity to compare what we are currently doing in science with 
what will be expected with the new standards.  The goal is to be in a place next school year to develop 
new pacing guides, curriculum documents, and assessments to serve as our new updated curriculum.  
Our next meeting will be on November 16th. 

K-5 teachers  

work on the  

cross-walk activity 

to compare the new 

NGSS to the old 

standards. 

 Sixth through twelfth grade representatives met to continue curriculum revisions in science off of 
the new Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and the Michigan Science Standards (MSS).  The 
group began the process of organizing the sequence of what will be taught and developing a pacing guide 
for their units.  Some content area groups began work on their assessment revisions by identifying ques-
tions to learning targets and DOK levels.   
 The secondary is in their second year of work.   Our goal is to be ready at the start of next school 
year to pilot the new curriculum and assessments.  Content area groups will be meeting through the fall 
to continue this work and the whole group will meet next on February 9th. 



by Dave Minsker 

November C U R R I C U L U M  N E W S L E T T E R  Page 5 

Kindergarten through fourth grade math representatives will be meeting on November 15th to review how 
the first module went.  The discussion will include what has been working well with the new units and  

assessments, as well as identifying struggles.  Teachers are teaching the modules consistently across the 
district so we will be able to have meaningful dialogue and collaboration with possible  

changes.  I continue to visit classrooms and learn about the different types of cultures teachers have.    
We have great instruction happening across the district! 

by Ethan Hawker 

Cindy Drafta put together an amazing new  
opportunity for our female mathematicians  
in 6th grade. The G.O.L.D. (Girls Opportunities 
for Leadership and Discovery) group meets 
every other day during A time to get a look at 
more advanced topics to help increase their 
confidence in class and to prepare them for 
higher level mathematics at the Middle School 
and the High School. Thank you Cindy! 

REPORT CARDS AT FARMS 
We updated our report cards last spring for 
mathematics at Farms. This fall we will be 
transitioning to a standards based grading  
system in Math to match our ELA grading  
process. Standards will be "graded" on a 1, 2, 3 scale to let parents and students know what standards they 
are excelling at and which ones they need to work on during the year.  

COMMON ASSESSMENTS 
Common assessments are off to a great start. All materials can be found in Illuminate. Please let me know if 
you have any issues.  

The high school math department has been busy 
working through our curriculum guide to ensure our 
course descriptions match what is being taught in 
our classes.   

A big focus of the start of this year is the  
creation of a new senior math course.  This course is 
designed to support students who are not interested 

in continuing on to calculus, but are college bound 
students who still want to take a formal math class 
their senior year.  This new course, once approved, 
will include concepts from all math genres, including 
algebra, geometry, and statistics.  We are definitely 
excited about the benefits this course will provide 
our college and apprentice bound students.   

by Kate Gregory 
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by Scott Storey 

UPCOMING CPI TRAININGS: 
Thursday,  November 2nd :  8:00am-3:00pm - Initial 

Tuesday,  January 9th:  8:00-11:00am- Refresher 
Wednesday,  January 31st:  8:00am-3:00pm - Initial 

E.A.G.L.E.S. 

This past month buildings have been working on the concept of Empathy, “the ability to understand and 
share the feelings of another”.  Students throughout the district have worked on what Empathy looks like 

at school, at home, and in our community.   

To start using empathy more effectively, we need to consider teaching and demonstrating the following: 

1. Put aside your viewpoint, and try to see things from the other person's point of view 
2. Validate the other person's perspective (acknowledgement does not always equal agreement) 
3. Examine your attitude (is your priority to find a solution, build relationships, and accept others?)  
4. Listen Listen with your ears, Listen with your eyes, Listen with your instincts, Listen with your 

heart 
5. Ask what the other person would do 

Over the next few months we will begin to look at Achievement and how it plays a role in  
Social Emotional Learning.    

In the book Lost at School, by Ross Greene, he discusses how we can achieve and solve 
the problem of daily frustrations.  In the chapter “Kids Do Well if They Can”, he gives 
three very simple but powerful steps to achieving daily frustrations.  Ross Greene 
states, “When you’re faced with a problem or frustration, your primary task is to solve 
the problem that caused your frustration”.   

To accomplish this task, three skills are absolutely essential.  First, identify the problem 
you’re trying to solve. Second, you’ll need to think of solutions to the problem.  Lastly, 
you’ll need to anticipate the likely outcomes of those solutions so as to pick the best 
one.   

One of the many skills to increase achievement is to be organized.  Not only with our 
physical items, tasks, or schedule; but our emotions and thoughts.  Disorganized  
students are less likely to be able to figure out what is frustrating them, resulting in a 

major halt to their ability to handle frustrations.  It is our role to help guide them into recognizing the problem 
or source of their frustration.  In addition, students often have difficulty thinking of more than one solution to 
the problem.  Often they respond with the first thing that pops into their mind.   

To help students learn to develop more than one solution to their problem, we need to allow adequate time.  
Also, help them identify details or factors that can affect their solution. Using a visual map or process often 
helps to organize their thinking and the speed at which they are able to handle their frustrations. 

For more information and resources on our E.A.G.L.E.S. common language, check your Google Drive and  
search District Wide E.A.G.L.E.S. 
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Michele Astalos 
Data Tech 

Stacie Motz 
Data Tech 

David Allward 
Computer Tech 

Collin Corrion 
Computer Tech 

 Glynn McHugh 
Network Administrator/ 
 Computer Tech 

Scott Usher 
Director of Technology 

Dave Larson 
Network Engineer 

Karen Wilson 
Student Services Asst. 

Renee Braden 
Help Desk 

Please remember if you have a tech issue and need assistance from our technology  

department, submit a Tech Help request by double-clicking on the icon on your  

desktop.   

If for some reason the icon is not on your desktop, you can browse to 

helpdesk.hartlandschools.us  (Feel free to set this as a favorite in your browser). 

If you have a Technology Emergency, please contact Renee Braden at x2107.  She is  

EXCELLENT at getting help FAST!   

by Scott Usher 

SHUTDOWN YOUR COMPUTER AT NIGHT 

Did you know there are a number of reasons why it is a good idea to shut down your computer 

each night?  Here is a brief list to help convince you. 

1. Rebooting at least once per day will help keep you from losing your “H” drive and Printers. 

2. Windows 10 actually puts some devices, adapters, and drivers to sleep and sometimes has 

difficulty waking them up from power save. (USB and network ports are famous for experi-

encing this issue.) 

3. It helps promote the life of your computer. 

4. It is district policy to shut down computers, SMART boards, document cameras and  

projectors each night.   

CLEAN YOUR PROJECTOR FILTER 

Have you cleaned your projector filter this month?  Please remember to do so at 

least once per month.  If you cannot reach it, or just don’t feel comfortable doing so, 

please submit a technology work order and we will be happy to come do it for you.   

If you have trouble remembering to do this, please consider setting a recurring  

reminder for the first of the month in your Google Calendar so our friends at Google 

can help you remember. 
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Can’t find a Common Assessment in Illuminate? Check your filters.  

In the new version of the assessment list, additional filters can be found by clicking on the 

More Filters drop down arrow.  

Choose 2017-18 to access this 

year’s Common Assessments.  

Check your filters.  

Too many filters may prevent you 

from finding what you need.  

Filters can be removed by clicking 

on the “x”. 
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by Monique Alberts 

Happy Fall!  We have not only entered the season of everything pumpkin spice, but also 
the season of conferences!  Please let me know how I can support you and your students during 

this crazy busy month.   

OCTOBER SNAPSHOT 

In October, I hosted a few more BYOC’s at the elementary buildings and at Farms.  I worked with  
11th grade ELA teachers on their writing units.  I held 2 after school conferring workshops with more 
than 75 teachers in attendance.  I attended the MCTE conference with HS and MS teachers.  There we 

saw and listened to author Jeff Anderson speak about his journey as a writer, and teaching  
grammar in the classroom.   

I also held a workshop PD for 2nd grade teachers to discuss our grade level units of study.  I worked 
in more classrooms throughout the district, and supported teachers with their mini lessons,  
conferring, and small group work.  October was another busy and exciting month in the ELA  

department!     

Conferring Workshop  

on October 19th  

with Kindergarten  

through 6th grade. 

Eleventh grade 

English PD 

on October 17th. 
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Chart Idea  

of the Month 

Create individual 
“Shelfies” for your  
students to record 
books they finish 

throughout the month 
of November.  

They can add shelves 
as they read more 
books.  You could  

display these in your 
classroom, hallway, or 

students could just 
keep them in their 
reading binders.  

Literacy Tip 

#999,999,999 

Hold tight to the architecture of  
a mini lesson.  It is there for a  

reason; each piece holds a purpose. 

You should have a connection, teach, 
active engagement, and link in each 
and every mini lesson you do!  Plus, 
that architecture helps you to plan 
and keep your mini lessons MINI! 

LITERARY GOLD MINE! 

If you haven’t already, check out the website nerdybookclub.com!  It is a place where 

people can share ideas, articles, and blogs about BOOKS.  

It is also a helpful tool to find book lists and books that are all the buzz.  
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As I have made my way around the district these last couple of months, I have seen great work 
focusing on “The Writing Process”.  Getting our students involved, understanding, and using this 

process is critical to their development as a writer.  Very often teachers will interchange and  
combine the stages of revising and editing as one, and it is critical that we help our students 

understand the difference between revising and editing.   

EDITING:  When a student is editing, they are in the final stage before publication.  They are  
putting the final touches on their piece of writing and polishing it up.  They may 
be looking for errors in conventions, spelling, or word choice/usage.  Small 
changes are being made, that wouldn’t necessarily be noticed in a quick glance.  
These little changes may or may not make a big difference.  We need to remind 

our students to edit as they go, especially with skills taught in previous years.   

REVISING: When a student is revising, they are looking at a part/piece or their entire story 
differently.  They have a new vision for 
how they could write a scene, paragraph 
or story.  They might be writing with a 
new strategy or idea in mind.  Revisions 

can be small, medium, large, or mega!  On the right is a 
chart I created about this idea. We should be pushing our 
students to try all “levels” of revising.  If they are the kind 
of writer who only does small revision work, push them to 
try medium levels of revision, and so forth.   

So, while revising and editing are both important, they are 
very different parts to the writing process.  If we can use 
these terms correctly and help our students to see the  
difference and importance of both, they will be stronger 
writers because of it!         
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by Superintendent Chuck Hughes 

From Answer Getters to Problem Solvers  
by Mike Flynn (Educational Leadership, October 2017) 

 The author starts by sharing his experience as a math student and how it is surprising to him that he 

is now a math professional.  He shares his experiences with memorizing procedures to do math, and how 

unmotivated he was as an answer “getter.”   

 Very quickly he supports Hartland’s position that providing multiple strategies for arriving at the 

same answer is engaging and provides a toolbox for supporting problem-solving that requires curiosity,  

the gathering of information, and the ability to present or rationalize the process for solving problems.   

Mr. Flynn provides examples of problem-solving tasks that “broaden students’ understanding and forces 

them to consider their answers in relation to their peers and to make revisions if necessary.”  In other words, 

requires reflection on process.  His message to teachers is that engaging students in problem-solving  

puts the burden of work on the students, which frees up the teacher to help students learn.   

Turning Teaching Upside Down   
by Cathy L. Seeley (Educational Leadership, October 2017) 

 Ms. Seeley spends time addressing the Math Practice of perseverance or what we call “grit.”  She 

stated “If we teach students solely by providing them with specific procedures to solve predictable problems, 

how will they learn to deal with problems that don’t look like those at the end of a chapter?”  

 The author shares information on the 3-act lesson process (noted in one of the websites below) and 

how important it is for students to engage in explaining their ideas for solving problems and listening to 

others explain their rationale for solving problems.  One strategy that she shares is one that we have had 

many conversations about in the past as we realigned our math curriculum.  This strategy requires the  

students to be given problems with the wrong solution and being asked to analyze it in order to determine 

why the problem is incorrect.  This is definitely a higher level DOK task.  She also supports the notion that 

while math classrooms require teacher structured lessons, the lessons must require student-centered work.   

If you would like copies of these articles, please email me.   

 

Problem solving websites:  

http://robertkaplinsky.com/prbl-search-engine 

https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons 

“Education is not  

the learning of facts, 

but the training  

of the mind  

to think.” 

-Albert Einstein 

http://robertkaplinsky.com/prbl-search-engine
https://gfletchy.com/3-act-lessons

